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A Substitute for Iodoform.— Dr. A. Frowsier has employed bone char* 
coal Id & aeries of cases Including bone and joint tuberculosis and suppurating 
lymph nodes, as it has been asserted that the specific action of Iodoform on 
tuberculous tissue was not peculiar to that drug, but that like properties were 
possessed by other substances, among them bone charcoal. A 10 per cent, 
sterilized glycerin emulsion was Injected. The results obtained afforded no 
encouragement The Injection In pure bone and joint cases was always fol* 
lowed by a painful swelling, with rise of temperature, which lasted several 
weeks and sometimes resulted in acute abscess formation, The only evl* 
dence of value was found In the afterdreatment of atypical resected joints 
and of excised lymph nodes, but even here the granulations formed were 
pale and flabby. Another objection Is the subsequent pigmentation of the 
skin, The author concludes that there is nothing to warrant the subatitu* 
tion of bone charcoal for Iodoform. The toxic effects of the latter, he claims, 
are due to use of an emulsion which has not been sterilized or else exposed 
to the action of sunlight. In 1000 parenchymatous injections only a slight 
infection of the needle track had been noted in a few cases. The preeenco 
of free iodine in the urine for two or three weeks the author cites as proof 
that the iodoform is broken up and distributed through the system, thus 
having a general as well as a local effect. This fact can also be taken as 
grounds against the substitution of Iodoform by a chemically Indifferent 
substance, such as charcoal .—mediclnhehe Wochrmchn/f, 1002, 
No. 12, p. 203. 

Pharmacology of Iron.— Dr. J. Aulpe believes that attention to certain 
combinations of iron with other drugs will much enhance its valuo as a tonic. 
The Indiscriminate use of Iron as a tonlo without attention to the particular 
indication results In many unsatisfactory effects which are charged to the 
account of Iron. As a hemattnlo it must be recognized as a superior remedy, 
but it must be given In small doses, so that the degree of Irritation shall not 
exceed that of gentle stimulation. When impaired nutrition is the domi* 
nant factor, It may be used in nearly all cases. The addition of nuclein 

from animal sources is recommended in acute as well as in chronic cases of 
dyscrasia, thus favoring ceil activity. This is especially valuable in cases of 
catarrh of the mucous membrane, and stress Is also laid upon thp use of the 
arsenate in these esses on account of the influence which arsenio has upon 
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systemic metabolism. Attention is called to tbe exceptional value of iron in 
combination with zinc as a protoplasmic stimulant.— St, Istuis Courier of 
Medicine, 1902, vol. xxvi. p, 224. 

Poisoning from the Application of Carbolic Acid to the Unbroken 
Skin.— Dn. <T. W, Wainwrioht reports the case of a patient who had pre¬ 
viously used a 2 per cent, carbolic acid solution for pruritus, and who 
changed the strength of the solution to 4 per cent, to get a more satisfactory 
amcsthetic effect. After a bath at midnight the solution was freely applied 
over the abdomen, pubes, thighs, and lumbar region. Seven hours later 
Intense pain was felt, apparently in the bladder. There were frequent chills, 
profuse cold perspiration, vertigo, vomiting, and a desire to evacuate the 
bowels. The oyes were prominent and fixed. Vertigo Increased, with an 
appreciable paralysis of the lower extremities and complete cessation of the 
functions of the stomach, bowels, and kidneys, no urine being excreted for 
eighteen hours. Four hours after the beginning of the attack the patient 
became drowsy and was awakened from time to time by recurrent lancinat¬ 
ing pains. Enemata of hot water were retained. The urinary secretion 
gradually returned after a hot bath and compresses. Examination of the 
urine showed it to be smoky mid to contain carbolic acid and abundant 
Hlbumin. The appearance of the urine led to the discovery that the patient 
had used a carbolic acid solution as described. There was great depression 
for three days, with evidences of highly inflamed kidneys. In ten days the 
patient was entirely well. The carbolic acid was evidently absorbed more 
readily because of the ideal conditions following the hot bath .—Bodon 
Medical and Surgical Journal , 1902, vol, cxlvl. p. 361, 

Narcotics in India.— Dr. Kailas Chunubr Bose reports a series of 
such cases, most of which had a fatal termination. The sensitive, high- 
strung Hindu, far more excitable than Europeans psychically, naturally 
falls an easy prey to the various narcotics. Cannabis indlca, as is well 
known, produces In the marvellously refined nervous economy of the Indian 
ecstatic dreams of a type which cannot be awakened in the clumsy mechanism 
of the Occidental. Cocaine, which has but recently been introduced in 
India, has taken very largely the place of the less harmful gapja or alcohol 
or bhang. Unlike these, it requires but a simple preparation. It is gener¬ 
ally taken in the form of powder sprinkled on a paste of slaked lime, which 
Is buttered on a betel leaf. The mass is rolled up and chewed for about 
fifteen minutes. Tho first symptom of the so-called hilarity is a heaviness 
of the head. Then quickly follow a wild throbbing of the arteries of the 
neck and palpitation of the heart, The pulse never exceeds 110. The 
inebriate wishes to be left alone; he will not speak lest saliva escape from 
the mouth. The ears become hot, the cheeks pale, the nose pinched and 
cold. The height of intoxication is marked by coldness of the finger-tips 
and dilatation of the pupils. This stage lasts from thirty to forty-five min¬ 
utes, when the victim longs for a fresh dose. The teeth and tongue of old 
habitues turn absolutely black. The craving for an increased dose Is pro¬ 
nounced. In one case it was so marked as to cause a jump from one to 
twenty grains in a month. The worst sequel® are very obstinate forms of 



